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Inside this issue: 

IGGPRA  Social  

Classic Top Sirloin and Chicken Barbeque BBQ 
Date: August 27, 2011 

Time: 6 to 10 pm  

Place: Falcon Nest Winery  

5185 Union Road, Paso Robles 

IGGPRA provides Sirloin & Chicken  

  Members provide by last name:  
   A to D:  Side Dish 
   E to L:  Dessert 
   M to R: Appetizers 
   S to Z:  Salad 
Bring table set ups, glasses, wine to share, or beverage of choice, and chairs. 

 
Members and one guest FREE, additional guest, $5 each,  

members of the public, $10 each.   

RSVP Elizabeth Torp 226-8293 
 by August 23, 2011  
or go to our web site  

www.pasorobleswinegrapes.com  
and click on the link. 
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2 0 1 1   
I GGP R A  C A L E N D A R 

All dates/seminars are subject to 
change.  

Suggestions for seminars are wel-
come. Contact ANY board member to 

offer your suggestions! 
 

Mon July 4 Independence Day 
 Tue, July 12 Seminar    9am-noon 
  J. Lohr Winery  
  Wine Center 
 

Thur July 21 Cattlemen &  
  Farmer’s Day  
  at the Fair 
 

Aug 27  Social     6pm-10pm 
  Falcon Nest 
  Winery 
 

Sep  seminar  tbd 
 
Sun Oct 23 Social  tbd  
 
Nov  seminar  tbd 
 
Dec 19   Christmas Party 
  San Miguel Parish  
  Center 6pm-10pm 
 
2012 
Jan    seminar  tbd 
Feb  seminar  tbd 
Mar   seminar  tbd 
Apr  seminar  tbd 
May   seminar  tbd 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011 

PRESIDENT – Richard Sauret 
(805) 467-3998  

 e-mail: sauretvines@tcsn.net 
 

VICE PRESIDENT – Dale Evenson 
Cell (805) 712-2589 

 
SECRETARY – Mike Collins (805) 462-0171 

 e-mail :Foxrunpr@yahoo.com 
 

TREASURER – Bob Fonarow 
(805) 227-4424  

e-mail: bfonarow@charter.net 
 

VENDOR/SUPPLIER RELATIONS: 
Dale Evenson 

 
SEMINARS 

Lowell Zelinski (805) 434-3331 
Email: Lowell@precisionaginc.com 

 
BOARD MEMBERS: 

 Ken Bray, Marilyn Curry, Joe Irick, Herman  
Salazar, Jutta Thoerner,  Lowell Zelinski 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

Social – Elizabeth Torp (805) 226-8293 
Historian – Suzie Evenson (805) 467-3772 

MARKETING –  AR& CO, INC.  
Angel Robinson 

Membership  Herman Salazar  (805) 467-3280  
Newsletter  Sharen Bloechl (805) 462-3489  

email: usaindustries@pacbell.net 
Web Site Herman Salazar,  Angela Robinson  

Web Master – AR & Co. PR & Marketing  
email: angela@arandcompany.com 
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Wine & Dine   
 
Pesto Chicken w/Mustard 
Sauce 
 
Ingredients 

• 1 cup loosely packed fresh basil 
leaves (note: not enough basil—no 
problem! Use any lettuce  

• 1/4 cup minced fresh parsley 
• 1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese 
• 1/4 cup olive oil 
• 1 tablespoon pine nuts {hazel nuts 

work here—not as expensive] 
• 4 garlic cloves [adjust to taste] 
• 4 boneless skinless chicken breast 

halves (4 ounces each) 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper 
• 2 tablespoons butter, melted 
 
 
Directions 
• For pesto, combine the first six 

ingredients in a blender; cover 
and process until blended.  

• Flatten chicken to 1/4-in. thick-
ness; sprinkle with salt and pep-
per. 

• Spread each with 2 tablespoons 
pesto to within 1/2 in. of the 
edges. Roll up jelly-roll style, 
starting with a short side; secure 
with a toothpick or small metal 
skewer. 

• Place chicken in a greased 11-in. x 

7-in. baking dish; brush with but-
ter. Bake, uncovered, at 375° for 
30-35 minutes or meat is no 
longer pink. Remove toothpicks 
or skewers. Serve warm as a main 
course. If you prefer, throw it on 
the grill! 

• For an appetizer, cool for 15 min-
utes, then refrigerate until chilled. 
Cut cold chicken into 1/2-in. 
slices. Yield: 4 main course or 
12-16 appetizer servings..  

 
• Instead of chicken substitute pork 

loin, turkey breast or flank steak 
butter flied  and/or pounded flat 

 
 
 
Mustard Sauce 
1/2 cup spicy brown mustard  
1/3 cup mayonnaise 
1/2 teaspoon sugar 
1 teaspoon cider vinegar 
Mix all ingredients together. Serve 
with Pesto Chicken 
  
 
 

 

Bon Appetite’ 
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CAVEAT:  Articles pre-

sented in this newsletter 

should  not be construed as 

a recommendation by the 

author, IGGPRA Editor, or 

IGGPRA; but rather as a 

source of information! 

IGGPRA Mission Statement: 
1. Grower education and marketing strategy. 

2. The sustainable growth, harvest and profitable sale of high qual-

ity wine grapes. 

3. Enhancing the economic health of our growers by differentiating 

the premium quality of our grapes from other grape growing 

regions. 

4. Continuing to provide agriculture that is sustainable environ-

mentally, economically and socially and to advocate at all levels 

of government where involvement is essential to our growers. 

NEWSLETTER NOTE:   

• In regards to your  Newsletter being emailed to 
you in pdf format, please note that if you do not 
have an email address, you will continue to re-
ceive you newsletter in this format.  

 
• Article, insert, etc submission deadlines/cutoff: 1 

week after each Social, e.g., the next deadline/
cutoff is September 1, 2011. 

Congratulations! FAIR RESULTS—submitted article 
 
Luis Nunez wrote: Orange County State Fair Wine Competition 2011  Results 
   
Venture Vineyard 2009 Zinfandel  Paso Robles   The Anomaly   ( Bronze Medal Winner) 
  
Wine Label Competition   
  
Venture Vineyard 2009 Zinfandel Paso Robles  The Anomaly     (Gold Medal Winner) 
   
                                                                                   Luis Nunez 
                                                                                  Venture Vineyard 
                                                                                   Paso Robles, CA 
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July  2011 

Sun Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat 

          1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31             

August 2011 

Sun Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31       

Independence Independence   

DayDay  

 
Why not buy a sign? It 
really looks good on 
your  property! With a 
small  donation of $25  
YOU will be able to 
display it on your fence 
or business.  
Farm Supply has of-

fered to keep some signs   for your convenience so that you 
can go   pick one or two up after you make your purchase.    
Please ask for Dale Evenson. 

Social @ Falcon Nest 

Cattlemen & 
Farmer’s Day at the 
Fair 
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President’s Message  
For the growers that experienced damage from the April freeze as we get 

more into the year you are better able to sort 
out the condition of your vineyard. 
 
Some varieties in some areas got hammered 
pretty hard and then where ever you are lo-
cated the late rain if you were in bloom could 
have a effect on your crop in the way of shatter 
and shot berries. 

 
Last year was not a good year and this year so far much the same with a cou-
ple added stressful events. The freeze has added extra labor to the vines this 
year in that the vines that got hit took almost twice as long to shoot thin but 
needed to be done at the right time to start building your vine for next year. 
Because of our weather conditions thus far your mildew pressure was like 
last year  and there is plenty around already if you haven't done your home-
work. 
 
The vineyards that escaped the freeze and rain and are free of mildew, the 
fruit looks really good and could prove to be a high quality year 
We need no more rain or really cool weather until after harvest, most vine-
yards are about two weeks behind  and warm weather is needed to catch up. 
These last two years I hope are as bad as it gets and we can look for better 
years but Mother Nature will always be the winner. 
The Paso Robles ground water basin now is a pretty lively subject and 
should be and should have been confronted twenty years ago when the ex-
plosion of vineyards and city population started, but it seems that people 
think everything is going to take care of itself ,it has been proven that  is not 
going to happen. 
 
The experts have many numbers that they can show you but I question the 
accuracy of them. I drilled many wells in this appellation from the early sev-
enties to the early eighties, I seen where water levels where then and have 
watched them since. I farmed on Estrella Rd 160 grapes and apples from 
1982 to 1998 and seen water levels in that time frame drop 60 feet and now 
all of a sudden we have the lack of a water discussion going on. (continued on 

page 5) 
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A Message from IGGPRA Membership Chair 

 
MEMBERS’ WINERY/GROWERS LABELS DUE BY SEPT 15 FOR NEW DIS-
PLAY! 

Thank you to those who have submitted their labels.  This at-
tractive 24”x36” annual display piques public interest and will 
be available for members’ use at local events and venues! 
 
Mail (or contact me) TWO FRONT LABELS  
before September 15.   
Herman Salazar 
1860 Rancho Lomas Way 
San Miguel, CA 93451 
(805) 467-3280 or sf49giantsl@hughes.net  

 

A BIG Congratulations to all who entered the Central Coast Wine Competi-

tion—to find out how everyone faired, check out www.midstatefair.com and click on 
the Competitive Exhibits button, scroll down to Central Coast  Wine Competition 
then click on the results button, OR, just click on this link  

http://www.midstatefair.com/images/cms/files/2011-CCWineComp.pdf 
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Our Social Chair-Elizabeth Torp 
 
Wow, we partied it down at Rio Seco.  We ate ( Those ribs! ), we drank ( 'Nuff 
said ) and we were merry ( If windblown ). 
 
I want to thank Tom and Carol Hinkle,  not only for hosting our group, but for 
arranging to have Mike and Rose Jones  cook for us. Those were  the best ribs 
and chicken legs I have ever had. 
 
We have another treat coming  up.  Frank and Carol Grande are hosting us at 
Falcon Nest Winery, August 27.  As those of you who have attended the 
Christmas socials know, Frank is a great chef.  He will be offering his version of 
our Classic Barbeque, Top Sirloin and chicken halves.   See you there.  

Shots from around the BBQ 
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July 2011 Seminar:   
Date:  Tuesday, July 12, 2011 
Time:  9:00am to 12:00pm 
Place:  J. Lohr Winery Wine Center, 6169 Airport Road, Paso Robles, CA  
Heat Illness Prevention and Management of Powdery Mildew and Bunch 
Rot in Your Vineyard 
Speakers: 
   Chris Browning - Ag Safety and Compliance 
   Dr. Mike Yoshimura - Professor of Plant Pathology, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
 Free for IGGPRA Members, $20 for Non-Members 
1.5 hours of Continuing Education Credits has been applied for 
RSVP: Precision Ag Consulting at 805-434-3331 or email 
terri@precisionagconsulting.com 

President’s Message (continued) 
The experts claim  there is a certain number of acre feet coming into the 
basin annually and we are now to the point of taking almost that much 
out  annually , that I think is purely a guess, is the same number of acre 
feet coming into the basin on a 6 inch rainfall year as there would be on a 
20 inch rainfall year Some think that the water coming from the lake will 
help replenish the basin, they have failed to figure in the amount of wa-
ter you lose every day from evaporation  and transpiration that turns into 
a vapor gets into the atmosphere and the west winds take it eastward. 
One large oak tree can drink 800 gallons a day. [Transpiration] 
 
 The bottom line of all this water talk is we at this pace will run out of 
water many have already experienced there levels dropping or they had 
to drill new wells. In the past if you had more water coming into the ba-
sin than we were taking out we all would have artesian wells. 
 
 When our water supply gets to the point where you will be forced to 
change your way of farming vineyards it will not be easy for those who 
are watering every week, it can be done, however it is a huge learning 
curve and most are not going to like it but will have no choice. Almost 
dry farming, I been doing it for 60 years. 
 
Regards, 
 
 Richard Sauret  
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WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME     
NEW MEMBERS NEW MEMBERS NEW MEMBERS NEW MEMBERS     

GROWERS 
 
Twin Fawns Vineyard 
Bob or Susan Krivacek 
6280 Von Dollen Road 
San Miguel, CA 93451 
 
NYGREN HILL VINEYARD 
Martin Schacht or Vicki Di-
Francesco 
PO.Box 98 San Miguel CA. 93451 
805-467-3757 & 467-2767  
mfschacht@gmail.com  
 
'Old Casteel Vineyards 
Mark Wyatt 
888 Jensen Road 
Paso Robles CA. 93446 
805/238-7776 
marco_wyat@yahoo.com 
 
Joseph Carrasco Vineyards 

Joseph Carrasco  

2710 Ranchita Canyon Rd  
San Miguel CA. 93451 
805/467-2009 
joeparker15@gmail.com  
Vine yard contact Joseph Parker. 
 
Correction: 
Phone Number & Email Address 
TONY AND DASHA TOMSICEK – 
St. Eva Hill 
818-274-2187  
dasatomsicek@hotmail.com 
 
ASSOCIATES 
 
Gold:  
ENTRA Health Insurance Ser-
vices, Inc 

Nic Gutierrez 
2455 Bennett Valley Road, C-216 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405 
Tel: 707.843.3450 | Cell: 415.572.6426 | 
Fax: 888.370.2912 
nic@entrainsurance.com   
www.entrainsurance.com 
  
Silver:  
Ant's Tractor Mowing  
Anthony Elisarraras 
330 Old Sutter Road  
Paso Robles CA 93446  
EL: Work 20-30-669  
aelisarraras@yahoo.com  
 
Vintage Store House 
Sue Rodeck 
2134 Tractor Court 
Paso Robles, CA 93446, Tel Home : (805) 
434-2613 Tel Bus : (805) 237-6040 
sue@vintagestorehouse.net, 
www.vintagestorehouse.net 
 
PRO-H2O 
Mike Barba 
P.O. Box 5055 
Paso Robles CA.93447 
805-238-9090 (office) 
(805- 674-8674 (cell) 
mb@prodrilling.net  
 
Bronze:  
Prudential Realty 
Glen H. Bills 
6625 Trailblazer Ln 
Paso Robles CA 93446, 
 805/237-9993  
gbills46@gmail.com  
www.glensellsrealestate.com 
 
Santo S. Martinez  
4578 Spanish Oaks Drive San Luis 
Obispo. CA. 93401  
805/550-2084  
slomartinez@charter.net  

 

IGGPRA Page 11 

 
AIRSPEED WIRELESS  

WHEN YOU NEED HIGH-SPEED  
INTERNET CONNECTION  

ANTHONY REITKERK CALL 805-226-8107  
 

NEEDED:  
 

USED DISC-5’-6’ 3PT  
CALL DAVE BRUCKER @ 805-712-8574  

  
APRILLE L. EVANS-WRIGHT  

NOTARY PUBLIC – CERT #1790137  
P.O. BOX 4171 PASO ROBLES, CA  

93447 805-674-3804  
ALWRIGHTAIL.COM  

SPECIALIZING IN LOAN/REAL ES- 
TATE DOCUMENTS WITH  
 8 YEARS EXPERIENCE.  

 
FOR SALE NEVER USED  

JVNW STAINLESS STEEL  
FERMENTATION TANKS  

2 -- 4,129 GALLON  
TANKS FOR $17,675 EACH  

2 -- 5024 GALLON  
TANKS FOR $18,765 EACH  

CALL BOB WALKER @ 510 915-3113  
J&J CELLARS IN  
SAN MIGUEL, CA  

 
NEW WINE BOTTLES  

50+CASES~PAID ALMOST $10/ 
CASE_WILL SELL FOR $5/CASE  
MENUET BURGUNDY ANTIQUE  

GREEN 750 ML  VIEW THE SPECS SHEET AT  
WWW.DEMPTOS.COM  
MENUET #9362185  

BEVERLY MAYS 4M ESTRELLA  
CREEK 805-467-3738  
BEVERLYM@TCSN.NET  

 
LEE & ASSOCIATES REAL  

ESTATE SPECIALISTS  
BOB FONAROW  

1625 LEAH WAY, PASO ROBLES  
93446 805-227-4424  

 
WANT TO RUN A VINEYARD? 
CONTRACT/RUN VINEYARD 

VIC BUTERA  WOULD LIKE TO FIND SOMEONE TO 
TAKE OVER MANAGING HIS VINEYARD 

[CABERNET SAUVIGNON] AND HIS FRUIT TREES 
[GOLDEN DELICIOUS APPLES, PEARS AND POME-
GRANETES—FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL VIC 

AT 805-467-9732 

A note from your new Newsletter Editor:  
• Please let me know when your ad sells so I can remove it in a 

timely manner.  
 
• All submissions are due by the end of  week following a so-

cial. 
 
• For submission of articles, flyer inserts, etc., you can reach me 

at: 805-462-3489 or fax: 805-466-5466 
        PO Box 2288, Atascadero, CA 93423 
        Email:  usaindustries@pacbell.net 
 
• If you’d like your vineyard highlighted in the newsletter, 

please send me your story and pictures 
     - Sharen 

Sharen Rund Bloechl 
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WANT &  Biz ADSWANT &  Biz ADSWANT &  Biz ADSWANT &  Biz ADS    

ENVIROMIST SPRAYER:  
USED ONE SEASON WORKS  

GREAT WITH POWER ADJUST: $1500  
RODENATOR: TRAILER MOUNTED COM- 

PLETE WITH ALL NECESSARY  
EQUIPMENT: $1500  

 
KUBOTA M5700 TRACTOR:  
COMPLETE WITH ULTRA CAB  
WHICH INCLUDES HEAT, AIR  

AND STEREO; QUICK DISCON- 
NECT LOADER WITH BOTH A 6'  
BUCKET AND FORK LIFT UNIT.  

TRACTOR COMES WITH A  
BRAND NEW 6' BOX SCRAPER. TOTAL  

HOURS 1100  ASKING $23,000  
 

 ALMOST NEW ENVIROMIST  
SPRAYER ~  

USED ONCE $1,000.00  
805-237-1894  

 
HARDI VENTURI-SPRAYER:  
150 GALLON 3 POINT UNIT IN  

EXCELLENT CONDITION.: $2500  
2004 FORD F259 SUPER DUTY:  

QUAD CAB, LEATHER INTE- 
RIOR, CD SOUND SYSTEM,  
DIESEL WITH A 70 GALLON  

TANK MOUNTED IN THE BED.  
TRUCK ALSO SET UP FOR  

GOOSENECK WITH $78,000  
MILES, ASKING $20,000  
INDIANA FLOOR SCALE:  

$750.00 CONTACT RICH ELLIS  
~805-748-5966  

 

YOU NEED NUTS? NEW CROP.  
ALMONDS, WALNUTS  

& PISTACHIOS.  
CALL RICHARD SAURET  

805-674-1373  
 

POLARIS 350 MAGNUM  
FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ATV.  

GOOD CONDITION.  
RICHARD SAURET  

805-674-1373  
 

JOHN VINEYARD APPLICATIONS!  
LICENSED & INSURED QUALIFIED  

APPLICATOR #AA03773 & QL31754  
CALL FOR A FREE VINEYARD  

 EVALUATION  
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.  

WILL JOHN  
CELL 459-0970—FAX 237-2758  

WILL@JOHNVINEYARDSAPPLICATIONS. COM  
 

FARM SUPPLY CO!  
SHOP AT FARM SUPPLY FOR ALL  

YOUR FARMING NEEDS!  
CONTACT DALE EVENSON  

IN THE PASO ROBLES STORE  
238-1177  

 
ALL NEW ITEMS  

 
 1--- MODEL TG3000 WATT  

GAS GENERATOR  
1--- MODEL A-16 TWIN  

STACK ELECTRIC  
AIR COMPRESSOR  

 1--- MODEL 200 GAS  
TRANSFER PUMP  

CALL RICHARD SAURET  
805-467-3998 OR 805-674-1373.  

 

Frost Protection Workshop (continued) 
 
Additional management and labor requirements will be a factor for this year’s growth, whether 
or not the vines are fruit producing.   Owners and managers will need to determine the proper 
course of action considering the differentials between investment and return.  Mildew control 
will have a significant role to play even though vines may not be producing.  Allowing mildew to 
set and grow would impact next year’s production as well.  The vines will likely have greater 
vigor (green, leafy growth) due to the high moisture and rainfall they received this year coupled 
with the pent up energy that would otherwise be focused on producing grape clusters.  This 
will require more management as the vines continue to grow.  Farmers were also cautioned to 
avoid too much nitrogen fertilizers from being applied as this will again increase the vigor and 
growth of non-fruit bearing vines. 
 
This is an example of the continual challenges our agriculturalists face in growing a crop in Cali-
fornia.  Dedication, commitment, and perseverance will stand out this growing season for our 
farmers on the Central Coast.  
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VINTAGE STOREHOUSE 
Vintage Storehouse offers case wine storage to local wineries.  Located in a fully insu-

lated concrete building, our secured facility has a moni-
tored refrigeration system.  We are licensed and 
bonded.  Your wine can be stored as Tax Paid or In 
Bond. 
 
We are a service-oriented company and we strive to 
accommodate our customers’ needs.  We offer same-
day order processing, custom pull orders from as little 
as one (1) case to full pallets, on-site labeling, wine club 

packaging and shipping and tasting room deliveries.  
For more information, please call 805-237-6043 
email us at: info@vintagestorehouse.net or   
visit our website www.vintagestorehouse.net 
2134 Tractor Street, Paso Robles, Ca 93446 

WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME     
NEW MEMBERS NEW MEMBERS NEW MEMBERS NEW MEMBERS     

 
FRIENDS 
Rhonda Evans 
114 Via Robles  
Paso Robles, CA   93446  
805-434-0031 
revansbch@aol.com 
 
 

 Correction: 
Phone Number  
BARRY ROSS  
Paso Robles Wine Auction, c/o Ocean-
front Net Corp 
179 Niblick Road, # 316 
Paso Robles, CA 93446 
818-359-9550  
admin@pasorobleswineauction.com 
www.pasorobleswineauction.com 
 
 
 

 
Add Aileen & Clarence’s daughter to their vine-
yard team: 
Todd & Susan Elder, Bretherton 
3513 Lees Av 
Long Beach CA 90808 
562-425-1743 
SusanABretherton@msn.com 
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A Note from our newest Gold Member, Nic Gutierrez: 

As a Cal Poly graduate of 1989, Nic Gutierrez returns to the area as the CEO of 
ENTRA Health Insurance Services.  With over 20 years experience in employee 
benefits, Nic has developed a program to help employers find added value in their 
benefits program. Nic is licensed in both Life & Health and Property Casualty insur-
ance, which has the support of in-house bilingual services. 
  
At ENTRA, our expertise with several alternate programs has given us an ex-
panded portfolio that continues to receive high marks for service.  The partner-
ships we have established for the Independent Grape Growers of the Paso Robles 
Area are unique and exclusive to the IGGPRA.  With the recent changes to the 
American healthcare system, employers are looking for answers to the questions of 
compliance, subsidies, and proper employee communication.  We feel very confi-
dent that we can provide these answers and we are looking forward to your ques-
tions. 
  
Nic Gutierrez  
ENTRA Health Insurance Services, Inc. 
2455 Bennett Valley Road, C-216 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405 
Tel: 707.843.3450 | Cell: 415.572.6426 | Fax: 888.370.2912 
nic@entrainsurance.com 

Dear IGGPRA, My sincerest 
appreciation to fellow IGGPRA 
members who provided guid-

ance and support for our Heaven Can Wait annual open house.  The marketing skills 
of AR & Co, the excellent raffle donations from Rio Seco Winery, Robert Hall Winery, 

Bear Cave Cellars, and Sal Capone Vineyard greatly contributed to a successful day.  My 
special thanks to San Marcos Creek Vineyards for donating the time to pour their excel-
lent wines on a busy Sunday, and the expertise of their knowledgeable and congenial 
pourers, Sharon and Greg Dietel!  
  
We and our sanctuary equines welcome visitors.  
Susan and Mark Schwartz (805) 368-5702 
Heaven Can Wait Equine Sanctuary for Healing and Learning 
www.heavencanwait.us 

 

IGGPRA Page 9 

Frost Protection Workshop 
Lisa Bodrogi, Agricultural Land Use Consultant 

 
The seminar on 
Frost Protec-
tion on May 
10th was inter-
esting and well 
attended with 
over 90 peo-
ple.  Brenda 
Ourwerkerk, 
Ag Commis-
sioner’s Office 
and Jennifer 
Anderson, 
Farm Service 
Agency both 
gave updated 

information.   Professor Keith Patterson, Cal Poly Viticulture Professor, was the Key Note 
Speaker and gave a presentation on the science of the frost damage from the atmosphere and 
plant perspective.   It was reiterated that the frost damage was severe and wide spread.  Re-
covery and information on secondary/tertiary shoots was discussed at great length. 
 
Each year the bud or fruit spurs develop a primary, secondary, and tertiary shoot.  The pri-
mary shoot is typically the highest fruit producing shoot and will develop 2-3 flower clus-
ters.  Secondary shoots will develop 1 – 1 1/2 clusters, so roughly half of the yield as the pri-
mary shoots.  Tertiary shoots are not fruit producing, but create the blueprint for clusters in 
the following year.  So, when we reported that it is too early to tell the extent of the damage 
this is a result of not being able to differentiate at such an early stage what shoots are primary 
and secondary.  It is expected that in some vineyards both the primary and secondary shoots 
had emerged and were destroyed by the frost.  In this case, the vine will not produce any fruit 
this growing season.  Those vines where only the primary shoot had emerged have hope that 
the secondary shoots are pushing now.  
 
The grape vines are showing shoot growth, and to the inexperienced eye, this may look like 
recovery in the vineyard.  This growth may be advancing tertiary shoots or shoots sprouting 
to release the energy stores built up last season since primary and secondary shoots were 
damaged.  What is difficult to determine is whether the shoot growth is secondary or tertiary 
growth.  Reports from the audience varied between signs of spurs developing multiple shoots 
around the base of the bud, to sucker and vine growth along the trunk or base of the 
vine.  Growth below the cordon is indication that more damage has occurred at the head of 
the vine and greater likelihood that the secondary shoots may have been impacted.  In this 
case the vine will not be fruit bearing and farmers are advised to re-develop the cordons and 
spur positions for next year’s clusters.  Next year’s harvest can be sustained and possibly even 
improved through proper pruning and in some cases even decapitation of this year’s growth.  
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